CHAP TER    XIII
THE SOUTH .AFRICAN WAR
1899
/CHAMBERLAIN had been wrong in. predicting further trouble
V_J with the French on the Upper Nile. After the Marchand
affair Delcasse very wisely decided to cut his losses, and during the
next few months came to an amicable arrangement with Salisbury
about the Bahr-El-Ghazel. Hard bargaining was now going on with
Germany about Delagoa Bay, where a secret agreement about the
partition of Portuguese possessions, if Portugal abandoned them or
was unable to exercise her sovereignty, was the price which the
British Government had to pay to make sure that this region should
not pass under the control of the Boers. The Treaty was of no
effect, for the circumstances which it contemplated never arose, but
it softened German antagonism in the British quarrel with the Boers
which was now entering another acute stage.
The British Government made no overt move in South Africa
during 1897 and 1898. The .Raid had put it in the wrong, and its
position was certainly not improved by the unsatisfactory and in-
conclusive inquiry which followed. The Boers were more suspicious
than ever and the tale came from the Transvaal that Kruger was
spending the money raised in fines from the Uitlanders on buying
guns and munitions, some of which were being smuggled through
to his sympathizers in Cape Colony. More than ever the Uitlanders
complained of his heavy hand, and mine-owners protested that they
were being squeezed dry by the dynamite monopoly of the Dutch
Railway Company about which the British Government had pro-
tested in vain. The few progressive Boers who had wished for peace
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